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In  the  natter  of  Jarpnesc  War  Crimes  and 
in  the  natter  of  the  voyage  from  Anbeinn 
to  Java  in  liny,  1944,  and  t’-'c  murder  of 
Cpl.  Taylor. 


vfl iMfldUu. 

I,  No.  1008458,  L.A.C.  TPCKAS  WILLIAM 
AD..LS0N,  106  r.R.C.  R./..F.,  Coi.ford,  with  permanent  hone 
address  at  61  Fifth  Row,  Ashington,  Northumberland,  make 
oath  end  say  as  follows:- 

1,  On  Mpy  1st,  1944,  I  embarked  with  200  other 

British  Prisoners  of  v/ar  for  Jrvr.  We  were  rll  of  us  sick 
rs  the  result  of  privations  nnd  hrrd  labour  in  Lirng  Camp, 
end  we  were  being  trken  back  to  Jrvr.  The  sVip  was  a 
Jrprncse  transport  of  about  3*500  tons.  Although  we  were 
sick,  no  proper  r  c  cor  .nodr  t  ion  vps  r:ade  for  us.  Some  of 
us  were  allowed  to  lie  cn  the  hctch  covering  one-  of  the 
holds,  with  r  tarpaulin  over  us  for  cover,  the  rest  hrd 
to  lie  down  where  they  could.  Our  food  was  two  meals  a 
dry  consisting  of  rice  and  helf  a  pint  of  water. 

•  2.  After  about  ten  days  we  arrived  at  Macassar  in 

the  Celebes.  Vk  stryed  there  about  a  day  and  left  for 
Java,  on  He y  12th.  Up  to  that  tine  there  had  been  no 
incident  on  board.  On  Hay  11th  Corporal  Trylor  had  stolen 
some  fish  and  one  of  the  guards  had  caught  him  end  told 
Serjeant  major  l.itaraya  who  was  in  charge  of  us  on  board 
the  ship.  Tvis  Serjeant  Lejor  was  nick-naned  "Yellow 
Boots".  At  the  tine  "Yellow  Boots"  did  nothing  more  than 
hit  Corporal  Trylor  a  couple  of  tines  and  then  left  hin. 
"Yellow  Boots"  was  drunk  at  the  tine  ns  he  hrd  cone  on 
board  from  Macassar  in  that  condition.  During  tve  evening 
of  Hey  12th,  it  started  tc  rain  and  we  were  allowed  to  take 
shelter  in  an  empty  coal  bunker  encl  although  the  door  wes 
closed  we  were  allowed  to  go  on  deck  by  a  snail  hatch-way. 
Corporal  Taylor  got  on  deck  t>  rough  this  little  gangway 
but" wes  stooped  by  a  Korean  guard  who  took  hin  to  the 
Serjeent  l.ajor.  Taylor  explained  that  he  was  going  to  the 
latrines  but  the  Serjeant  l.ajor  did  not  believe  hii  . 
was  on  the  ha.tch-woy  at  the  tine  end  I  sow  the  Serjeant 
Me J or  bring  Taylor  out  on  deck  end  begin  to  beat  him 
unmercifully.  Pc  used  heavy  sticks  and  for  about  half  an 
hour  "Yellow  Boots"  boot  Taylor  up  and  down  the  deck, 
whenever  he  fell  down  "Yellow  Boots"  kicked  hin  on  the 
ground.  Finally  Taylor  was  left  lying  in  the  deck  moaning 
and  half  conscious.  The  Serjeant  Major  then  got  his  sword 
cut  and  after  pricking  the  prostrate  Taylor  once  or  twice 
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he  took  r  great  swipe  rt  bin  v/vich  pertly  severed  Ms 
heed  fror;  hjs  body.  We  were  not  rllovcd  to  go  to  Taylor's 
assistance  rnd  he  was  left  there  for  scr.c  ninutes  until 
"Yellow  Boots"  ordered  us  to  tvrov:  the  body  over-board. 

Y/e  tied  sore  big  pieces  of  corl  to  hin  and  then  threw  the 
body  over-borrd. 

3»  I  v/itnessed  the  wvole  of  this  incident.  I  cannot 

say  whether  "Yellow  Boots"  was  drunk  at  tve  tine,  he  certainly 
had  been  the  dry  before  when  he  cane  on  board  frou  Macassar. 

I  cannot  sa.y  whether  he  had  been  drinking  since.  During 
the  beating  up  of  Taylor  the  Dutch  interpreter  called 
Mollctt  tried  to  explain  to  "Yellow  Boots"  that  Taylor 
was  doing  nothine  wrong  but  it  had  no  effect  on  the  Sergeant 
Major  v/ho  sinply  ipnored  hin  and  went  on  till  he  finally 
beheaded  hin. 


4.  The  following  day  the  Serjeant  Major  got  p.ll 

the  officers  on  parade,  thrt  is  Flying  Officer  Pcoth, 
Y/errant  Officer  harvard,  tre  Dutch  doctor  and  the  nodical 
orderlies.  He  first  beet  tvc  ncc'ical  orderlies  pnd  vCeth. 
After  he  had  finally  finished  with  thcr  he  started  on 
Harvard.  Harverd  retaliated  et  first  and  the  two  of  then 
began  wrestling  ell  over  the  deck.  "Yellow  Boots"  was 
nuch  stronger  tvan  harvard  rnd  it  wes  not  long  before  it 
looked  as  though  Harvard  vps  going  to  be  killed.  Every 
now.  and  again  during  the  struggle  "Yellow  Boots"  would 
break  a  nedicine  bottle  over  Harvard's  head,  he  picked 

those  '  -  — *  -  —  J  *  -  ’  * 

Finally 
started 


bottles  out  of  a  crate  wMch  was  on  tfe  deck. 


Harvard  who  was  a  ness  of  blood  broke  loose  end 
to  run  away.  "Yellow  Boots"  snatched  up  a  rifle 
but  luckily  sor.c  of  the  guards  took  it  away  fror.  hin  and 
then  sor.c  of  tvc  Japanese  Merchant  Navy  cane  along  end 
took  the  Serjeant  Major  away.  I  would  describe  this  nan, 
Mitaraya,  as  being  large  for  a  Jap,  about  5'  10"  in  height, 
12£  stones  in  weight,  very  powerfully  built,  well  node, 
upright  and  sr.art  in  appearance,  had  the  usual  close 
cropped  black  hair  and  wore  spectacles.  He  had  a  round 
free  rnd  otherwise  was  very  nuch  like  a  Jppancsc.  We 
landed  in  Javp  on  lay  16,  1944,  and  I  was  sent  to  hospital. 


(Signed)  T.  W.  Adrr.son. 

SWORN  by  the  said  THOMAS  WILLIAM  A  DAI  SON,  at 
Ashington  in  the  County  of  Northumberland 
on  the  1st  day  of  March,  1946,  before  tic. 

(Signed)  W.  N.  Craigs 

A  Coi  r.issloncr  for  Qpths . 
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